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Like its isomers 2 and 3, compound 5 could not be chromatographed on silica gel. 
Its dihydro derivative 15 has recently been isolated as an irradiation product of 
(E)-8-ionone-epoxide (14) [5]. Compound 15 is readily hydrated during chromatogra- 
phy on silica gel to the triketone 13, thus demonstrating that the latter is not a 
genuine photoproduct [4]. 

The mechanism of these novel photoreactions has not yet been investigated. 
However, it seems plausible that C-C-bond cleavage of the oxirane ring in the excited 
species of 1 is the key step in the observed isomerization processes. Irradiation of 
the separate isomers 2 and 3 has shown that the reaction sequence 2 2 2  3 + 4 + 5 
is involved in the formation of the new products. 
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Erratum 

He '. .57, iQ74 (1974), mCrnoire No 214 par F. Cocu & al.: p. 1981, 4e ligne B 
partir du I~aut ,  reinplacer 3 par 5 (= 4') ; p. 1981, 5e ligne A partir du haut, rem- 
placer 145" par 150". 
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